”NATO Charity Bazaar” ASBL
Ave Jules Bordet 66, Boîte 10, 1040-Evere Belgium.

No: 874.358.592

General Meeting

14 September 2010
The General Meeting started at 10:00 hrs.

In Attendance: 31 Full Members were present or represented

Absent with apologies:  Honorary Vice-President Elisa Harris, Bulgaria, Sweden, Norway and Iceland and United Kingdom.
Absent with proxy:  Germany Czech Republic.

1. Welcome – Hilary (Vice-President) / vice-president@natocharitybazaar.org 

Hilary Thorn, Vice- President, welcomed all attendees, new and returning.  She informed everyone that she had brought last year’s booklets and placemats, which the nations were welcome to send with their sponsor request letters and/or to show them to newcomers.

She explained that the meeting was mainly dedicated to choosing the charities that the nations wished to support for 2010.  She then ran through the agenda.

1.1. Welcome to new members 
Hilary introduced the following new representatives:  Libby Rouleau as National Representative (NR) of Canada, Christiane Kather as NR of Germany (absent but represented by proxy), Mrs. Oleksandra Liashko as NR of Ukraine (not present),Liviu Anita as NR for Romania, Sophie Engelbrektson as NR of Sweden (not present), Hrusanka Pehlivanova as NR of Bulgaria (not present), Stefania de Santis as Volunteer/Second Ass. for Italy, Esra Uygun as Volunteer/Second Ass. for Turkey, Heike Mühlmann, as Ass. NR for Germany, present previously.

A motion to approve all the new and returning members was made by Christine Heimferte, France, and seconded by Karen Kiaerskou, Denmark.  A vote resulted in the unanimous approval by the General Assembly.

1.2. Approval of minutes
The motion to approve the Revised Minutes of the Annual General Assembly on June 16, 2010, was made by Elena Ienco, Italy, and seconded by Iveta Peterova, Ass. ANR and Ass. Tombola Coordinator.  A vote resulted in the unanimous approval by the General As​sembly.  She informed everyone that the approved revised minutes of June 16, 2010, were on the NCB website.

1.3. Update on Name Change
Hilary then told the assembly that the name change is now official. “ We are now officially the NATO Charity Bazaar”ASBL.

2. Bake Sale – Linda (Secretary) / secretary@natocharitybazaar.org 

Linda started by telling everyone that she had sent an e-mail out to each of the NR’s with the information about the bake sale, which will be held on Wednesday, September 29th from 10h – 14h.  

She asked that everyone ensure that their baked goods are “delivered” (either personally or via their spouse) no later than 09h.

She also asked that each baked item should be accompanied by a description (i.e. vanilla cake with a brown sugar, coconut and cinnamon topping), as well as a few country flags on toothpicks.

Should you bring your baked goods on a serving platter, please put your name and telephone number on the serving platter, and please make arrangements to pick up your platter no later than 13h30 on the same day.

Finally Linda said that anyone wishing to help serve during the bake sale (whether for 30 minutes, one hour or during the whole bake sale) would be more than welcome.  She just requested that they send her a short e-mail (secretary@natocharitybazaar.org).

3.    Tombola Update (Iveta Peterova –Assistant Tombola Coordinator / tombola@natocharitybazaar.org )
Iveta reminded everyone that the deadline for submitting each nation’s list of prizes is September 20, 2010.  

She also explained that the tickets would be distributed at the next General Assembly meeting on September 28th, at which time each nation will draw the date for ticket sales – the first of which will be on October 4.

4.     Charity (Maryse Van Bussel & Katia Abinader) / charity@natocharitybazaar.org 

4.1.  Overview – Robbin Warner 

Robbin explained that there were over 70 applications, all of which were very deserving.  However, that many applications were totally unrealistic, which is why the charity committee used many meetings during June, July and August to reduce the list down to something more manageable.   She emphasized that every single application was afforded the same scrutiny, and that the criteria used to make the selection was neither changed from nor added to the criteria used in previous years’ selection proceses.  She explained that the committee wished simply to clarify the criteria as follows:

In order to be considered for a donation, an organization had to:

- submit an application,

- be an officially registered, not for profit (i.e. NGO, VGB, ASBL, VZW etc.) organisation,

- not have received a donation yet, OR if thy had previously received funds from a specific bazaar, had not reapplied for further funding until two subsequent Bazaars had taken place, or three calender years.after the initial application.

She then explained further that the committee placed special weight on:

- small specific projects which could preferably be completed with the set amount, and within one (1) year.  That it should have a long term impact and be of benefit to as many people as possible

- small organizations/charities especially if voluntary based,

- NATO countries, PfP countries and NATO-related countries such as Afghanistan.

- absolutely no general administration costs and/or salaries being considered.

Robbin then thanked all of the nations for the feedback received after their visits to the Belgian charities, and she apologized that not all of them had made the final list.  She then asked that if anyone had any questions concerning the list, that they please contact the selection committee personally.
4.2. Before going into the voting process, Robbin explained that each project had a total cost, a requested amount and the amount that we have recommended to donate.  She pointed out that all of the charities were in alphabetical order and that we would vote on the Belgian charities first and then the International charities.  Once the voting was complete, all of the ballots would be collected and the results would be given at the next General Assembly meeting on September 28th.

Maryse would give short explanation of each Belgian charity and Katia would do the same with the International charities.  After each introduction, anyone who so wished, would be able to say something about that charity.  The nations were encouraged to vote as each charity was introduced, and at the end of the process, they would be given about 10 minutes to confer additionally with their assistants before turning in their ballots.

4.3. Maryse Van Bussel introduced the following 12 Belgian charities (in alphabetical order) – for a total recommended donation of 70,816 €

 - Action Senegal, Project Name: Electrification A.E.D. – requested: 6.982,70 € / recommended: 4.000 €   

After the introduction by Maryse, Irena Vaiksnoriene, NR from Lithuania and Simon Soares, ANR from Portugal elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Ave Regina VZW, Project Name: Speel-ODroom Klein Park – requested: 15.000 € / recommended: 5.000 €

- Casa Di Copii Dumitresti, Project Name: Casa Di Copii Dumitresti – requested: 8.750 € / recommended: 1.750 €  

- Habberkrats VZW, Project Name: Roof-Top Terrasse –requested 15.000 € / recommended: 6.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Anna Hawrysz, ANR from Poland elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Het Veer, Revalidatiecentrum VZW, Project Name: Treatment of Young Children with Cerebral Palsy – requested: 6.779 € / recommended: 2.830 €

After the introduction by Maryse, Hilary Thorn, Vice-President of the NCB elaborated on the merits of the project, and clarified that a Bobath Table was being bought with the recommended amount. 

- Hulpcomite Guatemala VZW, Project Name: Technical Education in Colegio de San Andrés Itzapa, Chimaltenango Guatemala C.A. Extension of Garage Workshop for the School in San Andrés – requested 15.000 € / recommended: 6.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Ilona Kiukcane, NR from Latvia elaborated upon the merits of the project and Hilary Thorn, explained what was being purchased with the recommended amount. 

- Les Amis Des Coccinelles, Project Name: Les Amis Des Coccinelles –requested 15.000 € / recommended: 9.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Iveta Peterova, ANR from Slovakia elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Les Enfants de Salus Sanguinis – Oncologie Pédiatrique UCL ASBL, Project Name: Les Enfants de Salus Sanguinis – Oncologie Pédiatrique UCL ASBL – requested 12.000 € / recommended: 10.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Erika Badet, NR from Switzerland elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Les Samaritains ASBL, Project Name: Les Samaritains ASBL – requested 12.000 € / recommended: 12.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Laurence Wosolsobe, NR from Austria elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Opstap VZW, Project Name: Annual Project of Two Weeks Holidays for Disabled Children – requested 9.262 € / recommended: 6.500 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Nicolette Ferrier, NIC President, who had visited, elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- PROMFA – Promotion des Femmes Afghanes ASBL, Project Name: PROMFA – Promotion des Femmes Afghanes ASBL – requested 10.000 € / recommended: 3.000 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Nicolette Ferrier explained that they received a donation from the NIC last year.

- Sint Vincentius Vereniging Kortrijk de Vaart, Project Name: Sint Vincentius Vereniging Kortrijk de Vaart – requested 2.710 € / recommended: 2.710 € 

After the introduction by Maryse, Christine Heimferte, NR from France elaborated upon the merits of the project.

The nations were then given a few minutes to complete their voting, and the ballots for the Belgian charities were collected.

4.4. Katia Abinader introduced the following 16 International Charities (in alphabetical order) – for a total recommended donation of 84.295,67 €: 

- Afghan Appeal Fund, Country: Afghanistan, Project Name: Gazak School Equipment & Latrines – requested 8.250 € / recommended: 8.250 € 

After the introduction by Katia, Hilary Thorn elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Asociacion Provida Alcala de Henares, Country: Spain, Project Name: Inclusion vs. Exclusion Mothers – requested 12.000 € / recommended: 5.331,20 €

- Asociatia Pas Cu Pas, Country: Romania, Project Name: Setting Up a Psychologist’s Office Specialized in School Psychology and Speech and Language Therapy at The Theological Greco – Catholic High School – requested 10.000 € / recommended: 7.000 €

- Societatea de Binefacere “Don Orione”, Country: Romania, Project Name: Playground for Children – requested 6.580 € / recommended: 4.160 €

- eKutyával az Emberért Egészségügyi Szociális Tudományos Alapitvány (KEA) (Dogs for Humans), Country: Hungary, Project Name: Assistance Dogs for Children in Hungary – requested 3.150 € / recommended: 3.150 €

After the introduction by Katia, Erika Harasztosi elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Elektrenai Children Day Center, Country: Lithuania, Project Name: Active Recreation Room for Children at Social Risk – requested 3.500 € / recommended: 3.500 €

After the introduction by Katia, IrenaVaiksnoriene, NR from Lithuania elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- ´Friends of Paradis des Indiens, Country: Haiti, Project Name: Projet Agricole pour le Village des Abricots, Haiti – requested 8.500 € / recommended: 5.000 €

After the introduction by Katia, Hilary Thorn elaborated upon the merits of the project.and then Katia explained, after a question from the floor, why the full amount had not been recommended. The reason was to spread the money more widely and the tools but not the seed would be bought. 

- Fundación Aras (O.N.G. without greed for Money), Country: Spain, Project Name: Inclusion vs. Exclusion Mothers – requested 12.966,34 € / recommended: 6.338 €

- Fundatia de Catitate Non Profit Emanuel Speranta Romaniei (Non Profit Charity Foundation Emanuel Hope for Romania), Country: Romania, Project Name: Village of Hope – requested 13.800 € / recommended: 4.600 €

- Fundatia “Caritas Centru Social Sf. Stefan Saniob”, Country: Romania, Project Name: Cleanliness is One of the Most Imprtant Values – requested 8.000 € / recommended: 8.000 €´

- Kopienas Attistibas Centrs Kac, Country: Latvia, Project Name: Children’s Center Kazdanga – requested 2.536 € / recommended: 2.536 €

After the introduction by Katia, Ilona Kiukucane, NR from Latvia elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Associazione per l’Assistenza Spirituale alle Forze Armate PASFA (Association for Spiritual Assistance to Armed Forces), Country: Lebanon, Project Name: Caring of the Weakest – requested 8.000 € / recommended: 8.000 €

After the introduction by Katia, Gloria de Angelis Nardini, ANR from Italy elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- PEERS’ Phycological Support Center, Country: Lithuania, Project Name: Life Improvement for the Disabled: Organization and Rendering of Kinesitherapy and Massage Service – requested 3.537,46 € / recommended: 3.537,46 €

- Stichting Tsedaka, Country: Tanzania, Project Name: Upgrading of Lukozi and Extension of the Milimileni and Mazinde-Ngua Water Schemes – requested 15.000 € / recommended: 3.244 €

- Zelaj Si (Make a Wish), Country: Slovakia, Project Name: Everybody is Close to Me With Notebook – requested 10.000 € / recommended: 6.000 €

After the introduction by Katia, Iveta Peterova, ANR from Slovakia elaborated upon the merits of the project.

- Sihtasutus Juht-Ja Abikoerte Kool (Estonian Guide and Assistant Dog Foundation), Country: Estonia, Project Name: Education and Therapy Through Canine Activities – requested 9.742,79 € / recommended: 5.649,01 €  Payment for salaries  had been elaborated upon the merits of the project removed.

The nations were again given a few minutes to complete their voting, and the ballots for the International charities were collected.  

Hilary reminded everyone that immediately following the meeting, the board would remain behind to tally the votes, and that the results would be given at the next General Assembly meeting.

5.    Closing – Hilary Thorn (Vice-President) / vice-president@natocharitybazaar.org 
5.1. Any other business
Hilary informed the assembly that the NATO International Club (NIC) just launched their new website.  She encouraged all to check it out at www.natointernationalclub.org.

She also informed everyone that there were several new members whom we had failed to welcome, Helga Tatschl, Monika Naderer, both Volunteers from Austria, Ulle Liflander Vol for Estonia, Limonka Vazileva –Gocevska, as ANR for the former republic of Macedonia, and Eftychia Noussi as NR for  Greece.

She assured these ladies that we would welcome them properly and vote to accept any new National Representatives at the next meeting.

 5.2. Goodbye to departing members
There were no leaving members.

5.3. Next meeting – September 28th (Chalet) 
The next General Assembly meeting is scheduled at 10h at the Chalet on 28 September 2010. It will be the Bazaar Coordination Meeting.

The General Meeting was adjourned at 11:30 hrs.

This document is the original and authentic text.

In the event of litigation, the English version of these minutes shall prevail.
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